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The facilities for the supply of oil fuel to consumers
in Great Britain include three modes of transport. Works
situated near to sea, river, or canal can be very conveni-
ently and cheaply served by tank barge. Works situated
inland, but having their own railway sidings, can be served
by rail tank car, each car having a capacity of about 10
tons of fuel oil. Works situated inland and having no
railway sidings can be served by road tank wagon.
Thus, it is seen that oil supplies can be obtained by works
situated in almost any part of the country, and it should
be noted that the prices quoted per ton of fuel oil include,
as a rule, delivery charges to the purchaser's works.
The distribution of fuel oil in Great Britain is in the
hands of three or four big Companies. There are large
storage installations belonging to one or other of the Com-
panies at Purfieet, Royal Albert Docks (London), Birken-
head, Hull, Sunderland, Eccles, Newcastle, Avonmouth,
Plymouth, Belfast, and Dublin, as well as depdts and
branches in every large town in the Kingdom.
It is not the province of this book to discuss the relative
importance of the Companies, but it is essential to its
utility that its readers should be informed where they can
obtain supplies. A list of distributing Companies is
therefore given in alphabetical order, with addresses of head
offices, and the intending purchaser is advised to write
to all of them stating his requirements. It might be, for
instance, that one Company may happen to be better able
to deal with an enquiry from a particular district at the
time of writing. At all events, the figures given in the
book cannot Jbe taken as fixed; the price of oil varies,
like the price of all other commodities, according to the